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Listing of Claims 

Claim 1 (Cancelled) 

Claim 2 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[1]]3, wherein the 
prioritizing comprises granting higher priority to the print jobs with higher associated bids. 

Claim 3 (Currently amended): A method comprising: 

receivinjg multiple print jobs for printing in a first order> the print jobs having 
associated bids: A method as r e cit e d in olaim 1. wherein the bids specify a current bid and a 
maximum bid, and fiirther comprising, in an event multiple print jobs have identical bids,, 
increasing a bid of at least one print job without exceeding the maximum bid[[.]] : and 

prioritizing the nrint jobs according to their associated bids so that the print jobs are 
printed in a second order different than the first order. 

Claim 4 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[1]]3, further 
comprising, in an event that a set of multiple print jobs have identical bids, prioritizing the 
set of multiple print jobs according to a second criterion. 

Claim 5 (Cancelled) 

Qaim 6 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[5]]I3, wherein the 
allocating con^jrises: 

generating the print tokens at a server; and 
serving the print tokens to the user computers. 

Claim 7 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[5]] wherein the 
print tokens have a predefined expiration. 
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Claim 8 (Currently amended): In a network printing system in which multiple 
user computers are networked to a coimnon printer, a method comprising: 
allocatinp print tokens to the user computers; 

presenting a user interface at a user computer to facilitate entry of a bid for a print 
job, the bid specifying a number of print tokens; A - H ae AQd - as -PB &ited in olgim 5> wherein the 
user interface further facilitates entry of a maximum number of print tokens that the user is 
willing to bid, and further comprising increasing the bid without exceeding the maximum 
number of print tokens in an event that another print job has a higher bid[[,]]; 

sending the print job together with the bid to the printer: 

prioritizing the print jobs at the printer according to their associated bids: and 

processing the print jobs. 

Claim 9 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[5]]13, further 
comprising utilizing one or more fewer print tokens than are specified in the bid for a 
particular print job in an event that the priority of the particular print job is not affected. 

Claim 1 0 (Currently amended); A method as recited in claim [[5]]13, wherein the 
prioritizing comprises granting higher priority to the print jobs with higher associated bids. 

Claim II (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[5]] 13, further 
comprising, in an event that a set of multiple print jobs have identical bids, prioritizing the 
set of multiple print jobs accordhig to a second criterion. 

Claim 12 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[5]]13, further 
comprising reporting to the user computer an actual number of print tokens expended to 
process the print job. 
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Claim 1 3 (Currently amended): In a network printing system in which multiple 
user computers arg networked to a common printer, a method comprising: 
allocating print tokens to the user computers: 

presenting a user interface at a user computer to facilitate entry of a bid for a print 
job, the bid specifying a number of print tokens; 

sending the print job together with the bid to the printer: 

prioritizing the print jobs at the printer according to their associated bids: 

processing the print jobs: and 

A m e thod as r e cit e d in claim 5, further oomprising reducing, at the user computer, 
the number of print tokens available for bidding by the number of print tokens used in the 
bid. 

Claim 14 (Cancelled) 

Claim 15 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[14]]16, wherein 
the enabling comprises presenting a user interface that facilitates user entry of the bids* 

Claim 16 (Currently amended): In a network environment in which user 
computing devices submit iob requests, to another device for processing, a method 
comprising: 

enabling users to submit bids with their job requests: A method as r e oit e d in claim 
44rwheiiein the enabling comprises permittmg a user to specify a maximum bid so that their 
original bid may be increased to an increased bid that does not exceed the maximum bid in 
order to gain priority over a job request with a bid that is higher than the original bid[[,]]; 
and 

prioriti2ing the job requests according to their associated bids. 
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Claim 17 (Cutrently amended): A method as recited in claim [[14]116, wherein 
the prioritizing comprises granting higher priority to the job requests with higher associated 
bids. 

Claim 18 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[14]] 16, further 
comprising, in an event that a set of multiple job requests with identical bids exists, 
prioritizing the set of multiple job requests according to a second criterion. 

Claim 19 (Cancelled) 

Claim 20 (Currently amended): A network printing system as recited in claim 
[[19JJ21, wherein individual user computing devices comprise a user interface that 
facilitates user entry of a bid. 

Claim 21 (Currently amended): A network printing system comprising! 
a least one printer; 

multiple user computing devices configured to submit print jobs to the printer over a 
networ k A n e twork printing syst e m as r e cit e d in olaitn 10 ^ wherein individual user 
computing devices comprise a user interface that facilitates user entry of an initial bid and a 
maximxmi bid that the user is willing to bid in an event that another print job has a bid that is 
higher than the initial bid[[.]]; 

tihe midtiple user comt>uting devices being further configured to enable associated 
users to submit bids with their print jobs: and 

the printer be ing configured to prioritize the print jobs according to their associated 

bids> 



Claim 22 (Currently amended): A network printing system as recited in claim 
[[19]]21, wherein, in an event that multiple print jobs have identical bids, the printer is 
fiuther configured to prioritize the multiple print jobs according to a second criterion. 
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Claim 23 (Currently amended): A network printing system as recited in claim 
[[19]]2L wherein the bids are measured in tokens, and the printer is further configured to 
allocate tokens for the user confuting devices to use in the bids. 

Claim 24 (Currently amended): A network printing system as recited in claim 
[[19]]2L wherein the bids are measured in tokens, finlher comprising a token server 
configured to allocate tokens to the user computing devices for use in the bids. 

Claim 25 (Currently amended): A network printing system as recited in claim 
[[19J321, wherein the bids are measured in tokens, and the printer is fiirther configured to 
report the number of tokens used to process the print jobs back to the user computing 
devices. 

Claim 26 (Cancelled) 

Claim 27 (Currently amended): A printer as recited in claim [[26]]29, wherein, in 
an event that multiple print jobs have identical bids, the bid-based prioritizer is further 
configured to prioritize the multiple print jobs according to a second criterioiL 

Claim 28 (Currently amended): A printer comprising 
a queue to store print jobs: and 

a bid-based prioritizer to prioritize the print iobs in the queue according to bids 
submitted in association with the print jobs A printer ac rocitod in olaim 26 , wherein flie bids 
include an initial bid vahie and a maximum bid value, and the bid-based prioritizer is further 
configured to increase the bid of a print job fi:om its initial bid value up to the maximum bid 
value in an attempt to gain priority over another print job with a bid that is initially higher 
than the initial bid value. 
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Claim 29 (Cuirently amended): A printer comprising 
^ q ueue to store print iobs: and 

^ hiH-hased prioritizer to prioritize the print iobs in the queue according to bids 
<;iihmitted in association with the rtrint lob s A print e r as r e oitod in oloim 26 , wherein the bids 
are measured in tokens and the bid-based prioritizer is fiirther configured to utilize one or 
more fewer tokens than specified in a bid for a particular print job so long as priority of the 
particular print job is not affected. 

Claim 30 (Cancelled) 

Claim 31 (Currently amended): An architecture as recited in claim [[30]]33, 
wherein the print tokens are allocated to the user computer, and the printer module 
comprises a token wallet to store the print tokens. 

Claim 32 (Currently amended): An architecture as recited in claim [[30]]33, 
wherein, in an event that multiple print jobs have identical bids, the prioritizing module is 
configured to prioritize the multiple print jobs according to a second criterion. 

Oaira 33 (Currently amended): An architecture comprising: 
a printer module resident at a user computer that pr esents a user interface to allow a 
user to bid a number of print tokens for a nrint iob: A n anohitocturo nil rooitod in claim 30. 
wherein the user interface permits the user to specify a maximum bid along with an original 
bid, and the prioritizing module increases the number of print tokens from its original bid up 
to the maximum bid in an event that another print job has a bid that is initially higher than 
the original bid. and 

a prioritizing module resident at a printer that prioritizes print i obs currently queued 
at the printer based on the number of print tokens bid for the print iobs. 
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aaim 34 (Currently amended): An Huchitecture comprising: 
o prnritf^ tYiodule ttisid cnt at a user cor rr pntsr that presents a user interface to allow a 
iiRer to bid a number of prin t tokens for a print job; and 

pt^Ariri^in p module t^sident at a pri nter that prioritizes print jobs currentlY cpieued 
flt the printer based on the number of print to ^ ^"^ biH for the print jobs . i\n arohitooture an 
icuitod in oloim 30> wherein the bids are measured in tokens and the bid-based prioritizer is 
further configured to utilize one or more fewer tokens than specified in the bid so long as 
priority of the print job is not affected. 

Claim 35 (Currently amended): An architecture as recited in clahn [[30]]33, 
further comprising a token server resident at a server computer that allocates to tokens to the 
printer module at the user computer. 

Claim 36 (Cancelled) 

Claim 37 (Currently amended): One or more computer-readable media as recited 
in claim [[36]]38, further comprising computer-executable instructions that, when executed, 
direct a printer to prioritize print jobs with identical bids according to a second criterion. 

Claim 38 (Currently amended): One or more com puter-readable — media 
comprising computer-executable instructions that when ex ecuted, direct a printer to: 
queue print jobs; and 

prioritize the print jobs according to bids submitted in associa tion with the print jobs 
On o or more comput e r r o odable m o dia as reoitcd in claim 36 , wherein the bids specify an 
initial bid and a maximum bid, and further comprising computer-executable instructions 
that, when executed, direct a printer to increase the initial bid of a print job without 
exceeding the maximum bid to gain higher priority for the print job. 
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Ckiin 39 (Currently amended): One or more computer-readable media as recited 
in claim [[36]]38, wherein the bids are measured in tokens, and further comprising 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed, direct a printer to utilize one or more 
fewer tokens than specified in a bid for a particular print job if said fewer tokens are 
sufficient to process the particular print job without affecting priority. 

Claims 40-41 (Cancelled) 
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